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Society as experienced by mothers of children with disability: Analysis of literature

Hirokazu NISHIKATA?, Etsuko ODAWARA ®

1) Bunkyo Gakuin University, 2) Seirei Christopher University, PhD candidate 3) Seirei Christopher University

The purpose of this study is to understand the experiences of society of mother of children with disabilities. we analyzed literature
written by a mother of a child with disability using Blumer's symbolic interactionism. This analysis found that the mother hesitated
about the best way of life in her new role and was not able to interact meaningfully within "society" during stages we termed "before
childbirth, "confusion”, "detachment", “training" and "re-confusion". However, she was eventually able to construct a meaningful
"society" through interaction with other mothers who had children with disability and their acceptance of her and her child during
stages of "expansion of exchange™ and "living vigorously". They changed, finding societal engagement a valuable occupation for the
family. "The expansion of exchange" gave a sense of relief and hope, providing opportunities for major occupational change, leading
to resolution of her life crisis.

Japanese Journal of Occupational Science, 6, 34-41, 2012.
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